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Artist Rebecca Sophie Leigh on courting royalty, getting work advice from
her granny, and how her career is all thanks to being caught in the rain

ust three years ago, Rebecca Sophie

Leigh hadn’t picked up a paintbrush
since school. But within weeks of buying a
paint set on awhim, she had sold a piece of
work to royalty and her new career as an
artist took off. Now her portraits evoking a
bygone eraadorn the walls of international
clients from fashion to film. Rebecca lives
in Hampton, southwest London with her
sons,aged15and12.

Sumup yourbusinessinfive words...
Creative, varied, solitary, expressive, exciting.
What was your light-bulb moment?
It was more a turning point moment really,
walking into an arts shop in Notting Hill on
arainy day three years ago. I only went in for
shelter so I played around with brushes and
looked at paint. I hadn’t painted since school
so I bought basicacrylics with brushes chosen
by the owner of the shop because [ didn’t have
a clue. When I got home, I found a piece of
cardboard and felt inspired to create a face.
What’s the greatest sacrifice you’ve
made for work? Stepping away from my
old jobasan interiors stylist to paint full time.
And the biggest risk you’ve taken?
My first commission. | had to paint a lady’s
beloved grandparent, who had passed, and
['was petrified because I knew how important
it was. But the client loved it and the only
thing she wanted added was a cigarette.
Whathasbeenthe mostinstrumental
tool for your business? Instagram. I've
had so much work through it, including my
first commission and being headhunted by
Universal Pictures.

What’s your proudest achievement?
Having my second portrait sold to royalty
from a friend’s shop window on the King’s
Road. Lord and Lady Frederick Windsor saw
itand boughtit. They enquired about me and

bought three more. I’'m also proud of being
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asked to paint for a feature film, although I

can’t talkaboutityet. 'mstill pinching myself.
Who do you turn to for professional
advice? My father and my 95-year-old
granny. Their words of wisdom are priceless.
What’s your biggest business
regret? Not learning to paint sooner.

And your biggest extravagance?
Paint, fresh flowers and good coffee!
What’s beenyour pinch-me moment
so far? My firstexhibition, which was hosted
by Sadie Frost two years ago. She contacted
me through Instagram and invited me to her

offices. She said she wanted to put on a show

for me. Matthew Williamson was a guest — [
was so blown away | hid behind a screen and
shed a few tears. I sold the whole collection.
Stores you couldn’t live without?
Etsy, Rockett St George and Gardenia of
London, a flower shop in Teddington. I buy
flowers for my granny from there every week.
Whatlife advice would you give your
20-year-old self? Stay true to yourself.
Share your best business tip... Value
every customer —whether they are royalty or
the little lady down the road.

seedofmemoryart.co.uk; @seedofmemoryart

‘ ‘ When Sadie Frost put on a show for me
[ was so blown away I hid behind a screen and

shed a few tears. I sold the whole collection ’,
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